
Voluntary advisors of UCI, Dean Baker MD and Dr. Jun Wu expressed their concerns to 
the Mayor and city staff concerning the consultant's limited scope of work; lack of 
transparency; the involvement of legal counsel by the city; the possible bias and 
conflict of interest of the consultant company, whom the city hired in a no-bid situation; 
the insufficient power of the study’s design to extrapolate such limited data to chronic 
exposure and to come to any definitive conclusion regarding health risk assessment; 
the need for a more extensive and comprehensive monitoring program; and the 
urgency for a more robust health risk assessment.


Dr. Jun Wu, Professor in Public Health, highlighted some notable deficiencies: 

1) Short term sampling of 24 hours is insufficient to understand long term trends, 

especially given the reported randomness of the odor problem. And this short-term 
sampling cannot be used in Task 3 risk assessment to extrapolate to annual 
averages and long-term chronic exposures. 


2) The plan only seems to include semi-volatile organic compounds and not the more 
volatile compounds such as formaldehyde and benzene. Their sampling focuses 
mainly on particles, metals, and PAHs associated with metals, but does not address 
the gaseous species.


Dr. Dean Baker, Professor Emeritus Former Division of Occupational and Environmental 
Medicine, School of Medicine. Director, UC Irvine Center for Occupational and 
Environmental Health (COEH) Professor of Pediatrics and Epidemiology School of 
Medicine, Professor, Public Health, shared his concerns: 

“Based on our review of the scope of work (of Ninyo and Moore) and these initial 
findings, we believe the air monitoring exposure assessment plan proposed by the City 
contractors is not sufficiently robust to fully capture the spatial and temporal variations 
of the toxic chemical exposures or characterize potential health risks to nearby 
residents. 

 

Therefore, we recommend that the City establish an independent scientific oversight 
panel to provide its professional assessment and technical recommendations to the 
City, other stakeholders, and the community residents. This recommendation is based 
on sound public health principles and practice... This oversight committee is needed 
because so far there has not been robust exposure monitoring in the community nor 
has the decision-making process been sufficiently open and transparent to address the 
concerns of impacted residents.”



